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Black: Settlement brings closure in loss of sister

By Mardi Link mlink@record-eagle.com Aug 11, 2024

Evelyn “Evie

Kellogg, after finishing the North Country 50-miler, a long distance race. Kellogg died in 2022, after being struck by a drunken driver.

Special to the Record-Eagle

Sharon Black
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TRAVERSE CITY — Sharon Black was Evelyn “Evie” Kellogg's older sister, and recalls how when they were young, Evie would tag

along with Black and her teenage friends, whether Black wanted her to or not.

“We lived on a big farm in Ohio and Evie was always under my feet, always in my shadow, wanting to do everything and kind of

in the way,” Black said, laughing at the memory.

About 20 vears ago, the dynamics of the relationship shifted, Black said, and it was she who looked up to Kellogg — an
admiration Black still holds, after Kellogg, 43, was struck and killed by an intoxicated driver in 2022.

Kellogg had been walking her dog, Jasmine, near South Lake Shore Drive when she and her dog were killed.

“I wished, at one point, that I could have lived more like she did,” Black said. “Because she was so authentically herself, she just

had this light. She cared so much for other people.”

On Monday, a judge approved a $1.5 million settlement agreement in a wrongful death lawsuit, brought by Black in 13th Circuit

Court against three defendants.
Christen Landry of Lake Leelanau, who was charged in the case and pleaded no contest to operating while intoxicated causing
serious injury; Landry’s fiancé Kelly Sean Karcher; and the estate of Karen Christopher, who died in 2023 and owned the car

Landry was driving the night of the crash.

Landry’s attorneys for civil proceedings, Tom Hackney of Traverse City and Erik Stein of Farmington Hills, didn’t return calls

seeking comment.

Black was represented by Traverse City attorney Blake Ringsmuth, and after court costs and attorney fees, Black and another of

Kellogg's sisters, Annette Lower, will share the settlement.
"I don’t want people to forget her,” Black said, her voice thick with emotion.

“That’s what so important about this,” she said. “It allows our family and her friends to keep spreading the story of who she was,

and the way she was in the world, because we need more people like her.”

Black tells of a family argument over money when Kellogg was small, and how Kellogg left the room and came back with her

piggy bank, thinking offering up her savings would end the quarrel.

Or of line cooks working with Kellogg in an unnamed restaurant, who didn’t have reliable transportation and Kellogg would drive

them home from work in winter, 45 minutes in the opposite direction of her own home.

And the extra massage tables Kellogg would leave at clients’ and friends’ houses — she was a massage therapist — so the

equipment would be there if they needed her at a moment’s notice for a sports injury or stress relief.

Kellogg was a long-distance runner, it was dark out the evening she was struck and killed, and court records show she was

wearing a headlamp, a chest-mounted flashlight and a multi-colored reflective vest.

Black, a marathon runner herself, said her admiration for Kellogg grew when her sister devoted herself to a tough training

schedule then competed in 50- and 100-mile runs.

“She wasn’t just my sister, she was my best friend,” Black, who lives in Arizona, said. “I know we didn’t live in the same state, but

we talked every day and we did long runs together on the weekends.”

Kellogg would run here in Michigan, Black in Arizona, they'd each wear headphones and call each other with encouragement,
Black said.

Ringsmuth previously said the purpose of the lawsuit was closure for Kellogg’s family, as well as to secure accountability.

“There was no acceptance of responsibility,” Ringsmuth previously said. “[The lawsuit] provides justice for the lost one’s family.”
Landry told a responding Michigan State Police trooper she thought she may have been adjusting the heat in the car, court
testimony showed, although blood test results from MSP’s forensics lab later showed her blood alcohol content at the time of the
crash was 0.104.

A BAC of 0.08 percent or higher under Michigan law is considered operating while intoxicated.

Landry pleaded not guilty to operating a vehicle under the influence causing death, and later pleaded no contest to a reduced

charge of operating while intoxicated causing serious injury.
She was sentenced in November by 13th Circuit Court Judge Charles Hamlyn to a year in jail and three years’ probation.

Black said the settlement won’t bring her sister back, but it is indicative of how important she was to her family, friends and

community.

“It shows how big the loss was, not just for our family but for northern Michigan,” Black says. “It does also prove that we were

able to hold people accountable and that’s why this was pursued.”
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